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Spring Bulbs 

‘Red Riding Hood’ Tulip’ 

Grape hyacinth (Muscari) 

‘Sonar’ Daffodil 

Photos courtesy Missouri 

Botanical Garden Plant Finder 
http://www.mobot.org/gardening
help/plantfinder/alpha.asp 

 

 

To begin on a personal 
note, I had a fantastic 
couple of weeks off in 
August to celebrate my 
marriage to Jamie Drover.   

Jamie grew up in Ontario 
but his big family is from 
Newfoundland.  He’s been 
living in West Grey since 
2006 and when he’s not 
driving his truck for a 
living, we’re renovating 
our old home, building up 
our gardens, entertaining 
our two dogs and enjoying 
hiking and canoeing 
around the area.   

We had a great celebration 
in Holstein and enjoyed 
some time off afterwards 
to spend with family and 
friends who came from 
afar.                                 

Greetings!  

 

Bulb Planting - Spring Gardens begin now 

 Now is the time to begin 
planning for a colourful 
spring display in your 
gardens.   

Bulbs like Daffodils, 
Tulips and Grape 
Hyacinths (among many 
others!) are some of the 
first flowers to bloom in 
the spring, offering a 
welcome burst of colour 
after a long winter.   

  
Thanks to everyone for 
your good wishes and for 
understanding about 
delays in completing your 
projects.  All work is back 
on track now and it’s time 
to think about fall clean-
ups and plans for next 
spring. 

Fall Clean-Ups consist of 
tidying up your gardens, 
ensuring that plants are 
protected for the winter 
and that your gardens will 
be off to a good start in 
the spring.  These 
preparations can include 
cutting back perennials, 
hilling up tender roses, 
wrapping evergreen 
shrubs and small trees, 
lifting tender bulbs, plus 
general cleaning up and 
fertilising with composted 

manure.  Fall clean-ups 
are included for all regular 
maintenance clients and 
can be arranged for other 
clients. 

This is the time of year for 
Planting Bulbs .  See 
below for more info. 

Also, our long winter 
offers a great time to work 
on Garden Designs , read 
more on page 2.  

Please call me to find out 
more about any of these 
services: 519-323-9367 

Till next time,    

Annabel (formerly 

Por) Drover 

 

  

When planted in the next 
month, bulbs will have the 
chance to grow roots 
before the soil freezes, 
and they will be ready to 
burst into life come 
spring.   

We currently have a 
limited number of Bulb 
Packages designed to 
bloom from March 
through to May, with a 
combination of Giant 

Yellow Daffodils, white 
and bi-colour Grape 
Hyacinths, and a mix of 
orange, white and mauve 
Tulips.   

Packages include quality 
bulbs, proper planting and 
fertilising.  Price depends 
on the number of bulbs 
you would like.  Please 
contact us place your 
order and to schedule 
planting.  

 

 

http://www.mobot.org/gardeninghelp/plantfinder/alpha.asp
http://www.mobot.org/gardeninghelp/plantfinder/alpha.asp
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Ornamental grasses begin 
to really stand out in 
gardens at this time of 
year.  Most of them are 
considered ‘warm season’, 
meaning they require 
warm weather to flower, 
and they bloom in late 
summer and early fall.   

Besides looking great late 
in the season, many 
grasses stand up well 
through the snow, offering 
winter interest.  They’re 
also low maintenance , 
requiring only a shearing 

Featured Plant: Ornamental Grasses 

Featured Plants: Ornamental Grasses 

 
 

Facebook Garden Photo Contest 
Our social networking page is a great place 
for you to see photos of the gardens that 
we’ve been working on this year.  It’s also 
a place for you to comment on what you 
see and to share your own garden photos.   
 
Photos can be of your favorite flower, a 
friend’s garden, or any garden element that 
inspires you. 

Contest:  Be the first to submit a garden 
photo, along with a caption, to the 
EarthFire Gardening Facebook page and 
win an ornamental grass for your garden. 

 
Access the page from our website 

(www.earthfiregardening.ca) or search for 

‘EarthFire Gardening’ on Facebook.  

 

  

  

in the spring and 
occasional dividing. 

Little Bluestem reaches 4 
ft. tall.  It features narrow 
foliage which turns to 
orange in the fall. As one 
of the dominant species in 
tall grass prairies, it grows 
well in sunny, dry 
locations.  

Northern Sea Oats is a 
versatile Ontario native 
which grows in sun or 
shade and reaches 3 ft. in 
height.  The flattened oat-

like seed heads last 
through the winter. 

‘Huron Sunrise’ Maiden 
Grass  is a prolific 
bloomer  featuring 5 ft. 
high plumes of purplish 
red flowers over leaves 
with a silver midrib.  It 
requires at least 4 hours of 
sun and has moderate 
water requirements. 

Whether you have a sunny 
or shady spot, wet or dry, 
there is an ornamental 
grass for you. 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

I recently completed a 

Landscape Design 
Course  through the 
University of Guelph.  
While I’d already had 
some practice designing 
gardens for a handful of 
clients, the class gave me 
the opportunity to apply 
my skills to designing an 
entire property and to get 
valuable feedback from 
the Landscape Architect 
instructor. 

With this class under 
my belt, I’d like to 

encourage anyone 
wishing to have a new 
garden installed to contact 

me early this fall so that 
we can begin planning 
now for the spring.   

Here’s what you can 
expect during the garden 

design process: Garden 

designs begin with a 
complete client 

questionnaire to discuss 
your gardening wishes.  I 
then survey your 

property to obtain an 
accurate picture of the set-
backs and assets we’ll be 
working with.  Next, I hit 
the drawing board before 
presenting you with a 
garden design for your 
consideration.  

Garden designs include a 
hand drawn landscape 
plan, descriptions or 
photos of suggested plants 
and materials, along with 
an estimated price  for the 
installation. At this stage 
clients are free to request 
changes or modifications.  

Once revisions  are made 
and confirmed, and the 
weather co-operates, 
installation begins and 
you will soon be the proud 
owner of new garden. 

We like follow up with 
maintenance  to keep your 
gardens looking their best 
for years to come.   

You’re missing out if 

you’re reading this 

newsletter in black and 

white!   

Join our mailing list at 

earthfiregardening.ca 

and have a colour 

version delivered to you 

by e-mail.  

 

Little Bluestem’s fall colour 

Northern Sea Oats seed heads 

Maiden Grass flower heads 

Photos courtesy Missouri 

Botanical Garden Plant Finder 
http://www.mobot.org/gardening
help/plantfinder/alpha.asp 
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